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Title:  Introduction to the 5 w’s and the h and the use of the inverted pyramid in news story writing.

Overview and Rationale:
Students in journalism need to have a clear understanding of the basics in writing a news story.  For some students, this will be a review and reminder.  For other students, new to the Journalism class, this will provide them with grounding in the basic writing elements.

Goals for Understanding:

Students will be able to:
· identify the basic elements of a news story in the 5 w’s and the h

· rearrange a story from chronological to inverted pyramid order

· find stories in the local newspaper that use and do not use the inverted pyramid order

· analyze the reasons for the use or non-use of the inverted pyramid for the stories located

· present/explain/defend their finding to other members of the class

Essential Questions

· Why is it important to identify the who, what, when, where, why and how in a news story?
· How does the inverted pyramid serve the needs of readers of news?
Critical Engagement Questions

· What types of stories use inverted pyramid order and what types of stories do not?
· What overall conclusions can students reach about what types of stories are included in the various sections of the local newspaper?
Activities


Activity One (65 minute class period)

· The teacher will lead a brief mini-lesson to review the 5 w’s and the h---who, what, when, where, why and how.  
· The teacher will divide the students into pairs or groups of three and distribute Handout A.  Students will have the task of identifying the 5 w’s and the h in each of the nursery rhymes provided.
Groups will share their responses to ensure that everyone has identified the basic elements correctly.  

· The teacher will present the concept of the inverted pyramid using an overhead of Tim Harrower’s model (from Inside Reporting:  A Practical Guide to the craft of Journalism, 1st Edition, page 38).  
· Each student will rewrite one of the stories from Handout A using the inverted pyramid order, to share with the class tomorrow.


Activity Two (65 minute class period)

· Students will share their inverted pyramid stories with the class and explain/defend their choice of most important to least important facts. 

Activity Three (65 minute class period)  

· Students will vote on best story from yesterday and celebrate that writer with the Inverted Pyramid Golden Pen award.  Teacher should be prepared to present student with some goodie to celebrate his/her accomplishment. 
· Teacher will distribute local newspapers (Bend Bulletin or similar publication).  Students will be asked to find two articles that they like, one that uses the inverted pyramid form and one that does not.  Students will be asked to write a critique of each article that analyzes the reasons why the pyramid is or is not used.  Their critiques will include the name of each article, writer’s name if byline is given, name of newspaper, section and page number where article was found.  The articles will be cut out and pasted on each critique.  In the critique, students will answer these questions:
· Did the author use the inverted pyramid for this story?
· If yes, why?
· If no, why not?
· Why did you choose this story (i.e., what did you like about it)?  
Activity Four (65 minute class period) 
· Students will meet in small groups of three or four to share and respond to each other’s critiques.  They will provide brief written and signed responses to each critique.  

· Students will pick an event from the first week of school and write a news story, using the 5 w’s and the h and the inverted pyramid order.  

Assessment
Students will be assessed on the following criteria:

· Participation in group work.

· Completion of inverted pyramid rewrite of story from Handout A, completion of critique of two articles from the local newspaper, and completion of their own news story using inverted pyramid order.

· On a future test, students will be able to name the 5 w’s and the h and will be able to explain the inverted pyramid.
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